East Midlands 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGB&T) Network
Youth
Background and Rationale

This network is to be formed in response to the growing concerns that our needs as LGB&T young people, groups and organisations in the East Midlands were not being fully identified, met or supported and few groups for LGB&T youth to meet. 
The network was discussed at a Queer Youth/LGB&T Youth Forum Meeting who wanted to share information, gain support, and act where appropriate as a strong and recognisable voice for LGB&T youth issues in the East Midlands. This terms of reference is the building blocks and foundation towards establishing the East Midlands LGB&T Youth Network.  

After discussions the main areas of focus for the network are:

· To establish an East Midland’s Youth forum for LGB&T groups & organisations.
· To gain a stronger voice and raise the profile of us
· To develop, support and have fun

· To make a difference
Ultimately the aim of many LGB&T organisations and the Network is to 

· Improve our lives, our friends and families 

· To have a greater say and our needs recognised and supported 
· To challenge and address discrimination and inequality

Our network/forum recognises that the needs of LGB&T communities are diverse and will also vary based on for example our age, gender, ethnicity, status, income, sexual orientation, health and well-being, disability and religion. 
Terms of reference

The East Midlands Youth LGB&T Network provides opportunities for young people and certain organisations and groups that have an interest in Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGB&T) youth issues to meet. Our aims are to have fun, meet other young people, make a difference by promoting the needs of all young people but especially LGB&T young people.

Our shared principles of working is to 

· Build friendships and partnerships

· Develop and support each other
· Active engagement

Membership

The Network is open to young LGB&T people, their friends and families, (individuals), groups and organisations with an LGB&T youth remit in the East Midlands area*.

* The East Midlands region consists of Derbyshire, Rutland, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire and Nottinghamshire. This includes the unitary authorities of Derby, Leicester and Nottingham.
Representatives from non LGB&T youth groups/organisations may attend where appropriate, but they must have a commitment to diversity, equality and to LGB&T issues. 

1. The network will elect two co-chairs and other appropriate positions.
2. Matters of voting procedures, calling and timings of meetings etc shall be agreed by the Network itself or where the network delegates the power.

Meeting arrangements and frequency

The Network will meet at least once every three months. The venues will rotate but will be held in the East Midlands area. Additional events can be called if required. 

Administration

At present to be supported by the Rainbow Vision. 
Our Responsibilities 

1. To be respectful

2. To promote our events, actitivites and forums 

3. To have fun and get involved.
4. To be confidential. All new members will be informed of confidentiality when joining.
Overall objectives and tasks of the network
1. Create a Forum/Network for expressing our views  

2. Provide learning, training, support and social opportunities

3. Keep the forum up to date 
4. Ensure that participation is encouraged from all parts of the East Midlands 
5. Create opportunities for regular links with other young people and groups 

6. Encourage the elimination discrimination against LGB&T people in their policy and practice, and positively promote policies and practice.  

7. Send representatives to forums and events.

Review arrangements - alterations to the terms of reference

Any changes to these terms of reference must be agreed by the network members
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