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Getting voices heard,
shaping change





Questionnaire for MPs 
and Prospective Parliamentary Candidates
	Your Name:
	     

	Your Political Party:
	     

	Parliamentary constituency:
	     


	1.  Your personal experience of the voluntary sector 

Have you (or has someone close to you) had direct experience of being involved with a charity, voluntary organisation or community group?  

	
	Yes, currently
	Yes, in the past
	Never

	As a volunteer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	As a paid worker
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	As a member or user
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Please tell us more about this:
     



	2.  The Importance of local support for voluntary and community groups

One East Midlands members provide advice and support to frontline voluntary and community groups.  Members include Councils for Voluntary Service (CVS), Volunteer Centres, Rural Community Councils and Racial Equality Council and other agencies which  support specialist groups

	(a) Some of the types of support, advice and help that these organisations provide are listed below.  
How important do you think each of these is to voluntary and community groups in your constituency?

	
	Vital
	Important
	Limited use
	Irrelevant
	Don’t know

	Information about grants or other sources of funding 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Help/support to write funding applications
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Advice on tendering for contracts to deliver services
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Local training courses/workshops for voluntary groups
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Lobbying decision makers
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Representation of the sector with policy makers
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Advice on employing and managing staff
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Advice on involving and managing volunteers
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Recruitment of volunteers and promoting volunteering
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Supporting the achievement of quality standards
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Providing opportunities to meet and collaborate with other groups
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Helping new groups to develop in response to local needs
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Helping existing groups to grow and develop
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	(b) How important do you think it is that voluntary and community groups in your constituency have access to these kinds of local support services?

	Vital
	Important
	Limited use
	Irrelevant
	Don’t know

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	
	
	

	Why you think this?
     



	3.  Issues facing voluntary and community groups

What do you think are the 3 most important issues facing local voluntary and community groups at the moment?

Please tick no more than 3

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Lack of/ reductions in grant funding

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Fundraising is getting harder/fewer donations

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Short term funding makes it hard to sustain services/activities

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The number of volunteers is decreasing

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Volunteers don’t have the right skills or don’t stay long enough

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Coping with increased demand as more people want to use services
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Policy and decision makers don’t listen to or act on their concerns

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Struggling to cope with legal requirements / regulation / red tape

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Competing (e.g. for funding /contracts/media coverage) with large national charities that are better known

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other issue:
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other issue:
	

	
	
	

	Why have you chosen these options?
     


	4.  Role of the voluntary and community sector

How important a role do you think the voluntary and community groups play in helping to address each of the following issues?

	
	VCS is a key player
	Important role
	Limited role
	No role for the VCS
	Don’t know

	Crime/antisocial behaviour 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Health and wellbeing
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Worklessness/employability
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Poverty
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Equality and diversity
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Helping people from different communities get on with each other
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Support for children, young people and families
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Ageing population
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	The Environment
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Education and skills development
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Financial inclusion/financial literacy
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	


	Why do you think this?
     


	The following questions have been included on behalf of the Big Lottery Fund – East Midlands:

5.  In which of these areas do you think it is most important to spend Lottery money?

You may choose up to three answers. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Charities and community groups

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Education

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Environment

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Health/well-being

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Heritage

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Sport

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The Arts

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Film

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Don’t know/ No opinion


	6.  How do you intend to engage voluntary and community groups in your constituency in policy and decision making?

     


	How can we contact you in future?

It would be helpful for us to keep you up to date with our work and concerns of voluntary and community groups in the region.  Please tell us how you would prefer to be contacted, and provide contact details:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Email
	Email address:
	

	
	
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Post
	Postal address:
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Postcode:
	

	
	
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Telephone
	Telephone number:
	


Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey.

Please email survey to office@one-em.org.uk 
or post to One East Midlands, 7 Mansfield Road, Nottingham NG1 3FB.
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