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Post Election Briefing: The Coalition Government 
The Parliamentary Elections 2010 became a historic event when two parties (Conservative and Liberal Democrats) came together for partnership governance. The coalition government has publicised a 5 year programme of government driven by the three themes of Fairness, Freedom and Responsibility. 

One East Midlands welcomes the appointment of Nick Hurd as the new Civic Society Minster and hope that his 18 months tenure as shadow minister has improved his knowledge about the sector and that he will address the urgent issues that affect the sector with the conviction that ran through the election period and the manifestos. 

The new government comes at a time when the sector and indeed the whole economy are still reeling from the negative effects of the economic downturn. There are 5 main priorities that should concern civil society (third sector). We have monitored these during the election period and will continue to update as more details become available.  

Funding

Funding of the sector remains a key issue following the economic downturn. The coalition government is keen on reducing budget deficit. Will the sector be immune from the government cuts in expenditure? 

The coalition seems to be committed to look and review the way Gift Aid Works. We welcome these reviews as long as they will further encourage individuals and communities to support good causes and channel more resources to sustain activities. ‘There is contested evidence about whether (Gift Aid) encourages giving. It would be easy for the government to say it was not having much effect’
 the sector should be prepared to argue that tax breaks are effective and worthwhile and provide evidence to support this. 

The department of Culture Media and sports is already running a public consultation on their draft order to enact a change to the shares going to the National Lottery good causes of arts, sport, heritage and charitable expenditure, health, education and the environment. The consultation started on 21 May and will end on 21 August. There are proposals for reducing the apportionment to charitable and channel more of these resources to sport, heritage and culture. It is important that the sector responds to this consultation and express their views. The consultation can be viewed at:

http://www.culture.gov.uk/consultations/7070.aspx
This is the only the beginning. We will update this section as more details become available especially following the more pressing issues that have been suggested: Gift Aid Review, Criminal Records and Vetting and Barring regime, a new generation of Community Organisers and creation of the Big Society Bank.

One East Midlands will publish a full summary of the ‘Coalition: our programme for government’ document on the Election pages of our website shortly.

The Big Society and Public Services

The government has expressed their keen to transfer power form central to local government. The planning system will be reformed to give neighbourhoods more power and control over their inhabitants, come together and improve their lives following the ‘Big Society’ agenda. This is expected to give people a greater sense of responsibility and control over their lives and take part in regular social action in relation to their communities. The government sees the civic sector as an ally in implementing this agenda. The third sector has a proven track record of working with communities at grassroots level in a democratic and empowering way.  A thriving civic sector is therefore essential for successful delivery of the delivery agenda. It is important that the statutory authorities tap on the sector’s expertise and experience for: 

· enabling people with shared interests to come together

· providing self help support

· delivering independently and publicly funded services

· advocating on behalf of individuals, groups or communities

· campaigning to achieve better outcomes for those they work with and for   

The expectation for the sector to deliver public services through commissioned contracts may cause mission drifts which the sector should be wary of. The mission of some organisations and their role in campaigning against certain government policies and intentions might be compromised through contractual agreements and funding. Campaigning has always been an important tool for civic society to persuade the state to account for its actions and programmes.  

One East Midlands
One East Midlands is a regional voluntary and community sector infrastructure organisations for the East Midlands.  We work to ensure that the voluntary and community sector is actively engaged with key regional bodies and other partners, from across the public, statutory, business and social enterprise sectors. We bring together organisations that support voluntary and community groups across the region to influence and shape policy, improve services and provide a point of contact at a regional level.
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Full Policy Document Available

http://www.culture.gov.uk/consultations/7070.aspx  In order to respond to the consultation on Lottery Shares.
www.thecompact.org.uk  for shared principles and guidelines to effective partnership working between government and the third sector in England
http://www.conservatives.com/news/news_stories/2010/02/~/media/Files/Green%20Papers/planning-green-paper.ashx
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