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Keep a careful watch!

� With a shrinking cake, expect life to get 
tougher and the scramble for resources more 
bloody

� Expect to see more winners and losers, with 
London in league of its own and imbalances 
worsening

� Expect more focus on city-regions and LEPs;

and

� Expect more financial freedoms and ‘earned 
autonomy’



Some ‘Challenges’

� Economic downturn is longer, more acute and 
geographically uneven

� Labour productivity in the region is worsening

� Disproportionately low share of national 
investment funding (and falling!)

� Total expenditure on services per head 
consistently below England and West Midlands

� Housing delivery – fallen for 6 years in a row

� 3rd highest population growth between 2001-
2011



Our Response

� Further analysis; explore and propose 
solutions

� New approach to collaboration between 
partners

� Better demonstrate the economic benefits 
to UK plc of investing in the region



Who are East Midlands Councils?

� A politically led membership body

� Focused on supporting economic growth and sector-led 
improvement

� Councillor and officer training and development (eg
housing and planning, welfare reform)

� Not solely ‘voice’ for local government but a means of 
engaging with the sector

� Support joint working between councils

� Regional migration partnership, ERDF projects, climate 
change mitigation and adaptation



About the East Midlands 

� 46 councils & 7 LEPs (4 overlapping)

� Highest proportion of manufacturing 

employment in England

� Competitive advantage in transport equipment, 

food & drink & construction 

� High proportion of exports to non-EU countries

� Excellent track record in housing delivery

� A good fit with Coalition Government policy 

objectives?



View from the Top...

“The East Midlands is the ‘bell weather’
of the UK Economy”

Mark Carney, Governor of 
the Bank of England 

(28th August 2013 ) 



Economic Growth Opportunities 

� Manufacturing GVA £13.2 billion pa

� Highest proportion of manufacturing 

employment of any region in England  

� 20% of total GVA exported

� Highest proportion of exports to Asia 

& Oceania of any region in England 



The Heart of Manufacturing 

Proportion of Manufacturing 
Employment  2012 (ONS)



Competitive Advantages…

� Transport equipment 
manufacturing (26,000 
jobs, £2.4 billion GVA)

� Food & drink 
manufacturing (57,000 
jobs, £3.6 billion of GVA)

� Construction (60,000 
jobs, £5.9 billion GVA) 



Other Strengths…

� Power generating 
machinery 

� Life Sciences 

� Logistics

� Low carbon goods 

& services

� Visitor economy 



Housing Growth Opportunities...

� Plans for 400,000 
homes over the 
next 20 years

� Pressures on 
affordable housing


